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Rick Gee
goes home

SPC’s new
Midtown
campus

Rick Gee

Dr. William Law
BY HOLLY KESTENIS

Principal Darius Adamson observes first grade girls teacher Brittany Jennings.

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Saturday marked a milestone in
the history of St. Petersburg
College (SPC) as prominent
community members converged along 22nd Street
South to pay tribute to two
community heroes with a
prestigious past.
Both Cecil B. Keene Sr.
and Douglas L. Jamerson Jr.
will be forever remembered
and revered as their names
stand out in a community
that will always commemorate their tireless contributions to St. Petersburg and
the residents of the Midtown
area.
“We stand here in celebration at a location that hasn’t always had cause to
celebrate,” said Dr. William
Law, SPC’s president for the
last 25 years. “Midtown is the
heart of St. Petersburg,
south of Central Avenue.”
During segregation 22nd
Street flourished as the place
to be for African Americans,
but after laws were changed
and the highway coming
through taking businesses
and homes, the area began
to dwindle economically. For
the last few decades, efforts
have been made by local
politicians such as former
Mayor Rick Baker, who was
in attendance at the afternoon unveiling, to revitalize
the area.
See SPC, page 8



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Amid rumors of a tumultuous first few months at
Preparatory
University
Academy, a new principal
has been assigned to the
helm—Darius Adamson.
And his mission is one of
healing and rejuvenation.
It was Saturday morning
and Adamson had just awakened. The house phone

rang, then his cell. The deliveryman pulled up to unload
his new bed. Adamson has
only been in town for
roughly 45 days and already
he’s working on a weekend.
“It’s all good,” he
laughed. He knows sometimes you gotta do what you
gotta do.
Adamson was just desigexecutive
nated
director/principal for University Preparatory Academy, a charter school

housed in the old Southside
Middle School building at
1701 10th St. S., St. Petersburg.
Located in an area of
south St. Petersburg that has
schools failing when it
comes to Florida’s school
grading system, University
Prep was built up as the best
alternative for local families
forced to send their kids to
low performing schools. In
fact, two Pinellas County
schools in the area, accord-

ing to the Florida Department of Education, have
both been on the list of F
schools for the past three
years.
Parents and students
originally flocked to the new
charter school with high
hopes of salvation. But allegations of families being encouraged to find alternate
schools if they didn’t adhere
to expectations, started flySee PRINCIPAL, page 3

PCUL leadership awards luncheon
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Inaugural Whitney
M. Young Jr. Leadership
Awards Luncheon was
held last Thur., Feb 27 at
the historic Manhattan
Casino, located at 642
22nd St. S., in an effort to
recognize outstanding
achievements in community and public investment. And it was a hit.
“This event is intentional,” said Pinellas
County Urban League
President and CEO, Watson Haynes, II speaking

of the location in which
they chose to hold the
event. “It sparks the history of the African-American community.”
And the tenant at the
bottom catering the
soiree was no accident either. Groups and organizations all over the
neighborhood
have
pledged their support for
the revitalization efforts
of the Midtown area, so
Sylvia’s Queen of Soul
Food, which is quickly
becoming a staple, is no
exception.
See PCUL, page 12

L-R, Watson Haynes, II, Nikki Capehart and
Alvin C. Nesmith

It is with a heavy heart
that The Weekly Challenger
family has to say goodbye
to one of its own. Rick Gee
passed away early Saturday
morning after complications with surgery he had a
few days before.
Born on December 3,
1934, Mr. Gee graduated
from Howard University
and did his postgraduate
studies from Williams College and American University.
An avid swimmer, he
missed the Olympic tryouts
in the 1950s after hurting
his elbow playing basketball. He is also in the Athletic Hall of Fame for
Howard University and for
the city of Newark, NJ.
He never stopped swimming; in fact, this year he
was heard complaining that
a man almost 30 years his
junior beat him swimming
laps. He said his ego just
wouldn’t allow that.
A veteran of the army,
Mr. Gee blew into town in
2003 from Newark, NJ, and
in a short time galvanized
the whole jazz community
in the Tampa Bay area. Always with a smile on his
face, he excitedly spoke of
some new adventure he
had on the horizon.
He is a former President
of the Al Downing Tampa
Bay Jazz Association and
was the current Vice President of the Sarasota Jazz Association. He was not just a
lover of jazz, for he could
bring you to tears when he
played the flute.
Mr. Gee is survived by
his two daughters Gina and
Ginger Gee from Maryland
and Texas respectively. He
also leaves behind his loving companion Yvonne
Alsup and a host of friends
that will surely miss him.
A celebration of life will
take place Sat., March 22 at
Bethel Community Church,
2901 54th Ave. S., St. Petersburg at 11 a.m.


                                                                   

FAMILY OWNED, FAMILY OPERATED, COMMUNITY M INDED
923 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S., St. Petersburg
(727) 826-0967 • www.unclerichardsfurniture.com
STORE HOURS: Tuesday through Saturday from 10 - 8 p.m.
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Senator Arthenia Joyner responds
to Governor’s State of the State

By Pastor Martin Rainey

Increasing parental and community
engagement (includes fathers, too!)
Fathers are often devalued and
portrayed in a negative light; however,
a growing number of fathers are stepping up to assume their God ordained
role in the family life. (Malachi 4:5-6)
Regardless of the negative path
some fathers have taken in regard to
the child and family, their role as fathers is to develop and maintain
healthy families and strong communities.
Forgiveness is mandated and demanded by God. (Mat 6:14-14).
This column, then, is to stimulate
discussion on how to reverse the negative look of fatherhood, and how fathers can play a much needed and
important role in increasing parental
engagement.
Example: An elementary school
with 500 children will have approximately 500 parents; however, if fathers
are included in the parenting process,
the number would jump to 1,000!
Furthermore, if 1,000 parents were
engaged, the effect on academics, discipline, attendance, tardiness, teenage
pregnancy, etc. would be astounding!
Is this possible? Let’s see, visit your
community organization, the Parent
Support for Education Council, and

join them on March 22 at The Childs
Park YMCA, 691 43rd St. S. St. Petersburg, for Summit #10.
Number #10 is designed to stimulate discussion and find solutions on
how to reverse the negative outlook on
fatherhood. Until then let’s pray!
To readers: Your opinions related to
“Rainey’s Bulletin” are welcomed.
Pastor Rainey serves as Community
Outreach Pastor for the Faith Memorial
MB Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner,
Senior Pastor. Also Pastor Rainey
serves as President of the Parent Support For Education Council, Inc., and
Chairman, JWB South County Community Council, and may be contacted:
mrainey390@verizon.net or (727) 4201326
The Parent Council meets every 3rd
Thursday of each month @ 6:30pm,
Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist
1800 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, at
the Resource Center (to the right and
adjacent to church). The community is
welcome.

TALLAHASSEE
–
State Senator Arthenia
Joyner (D-Tampa) on
Tuesday released the following statement on Governor Rick Scott’s “State of
the State” address:
“I was very disappointed in the limited vision Governor Scott
shared with us in his
speech.
“When he says it’s the
‘Your Money’ budget, he’s
right about one thing. But
what took him so long to
figure that out? It is ‘your
money.’ It’s your dollars
that were returned to
Washington to go to other
states when he rejected
building high speed rail. It
was your money that he
continues to reject to expand Medicaid so that
Floridians have family doctors as their primary care
givers instead of hospital
emergency rooms. It was
your money that should

have gone into building
up public education,
repaving highways, protecting our water and wetlands, and safeguarding
our homes and our
streets. Instead, it was
your money that went into
the pockets of big corporations and connected
special interests.
“This isn’t the way it
should be. A governor
should care more about
the quality of the jobs he’s
creating than the sheer
number. Tens of thousands of new jobs might
sound great in a bid for reelection, but not when you
realize that the bulk of
them are among the lowest paying. A governor
should embrace diversity
in all areas of government,
not just to illustrate an illusionary compassion that
suddenly appears for
speech-giving purposes.
And a governor should un-

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
Your readers know the
expression, “No good
deed goes unpunished.”
That is what I thought
when I read Dr. Davis’s letter attacking my work in
Midtown last week.
As a City Councilmember representing Midtown, I have led the effort
to bring a series of
changes and programs to
help turn around our
neighborhoods including:
creating a Community
Redevelopment District
along with Tax Increment
Financing, getting the Rebates for Rehabs funding
for Midtown and Childs
Park, providing a path for
lien and code forgiveness
if new owners rehab their
properties, passing the
Foreclosure Registry to
make the banks maintain
their properties , providing the first round of funding for the Agenda 2020
project and passing a local
hiring ordinance. These
efforts will bring jobs and
better housing to Midtown. I am proud of this
work and will not apologize for it.
At the same time, I
could not sit here a watch
how little work was being

done to improve the housing conditions in Midtown. Thousands of
families lost their homes
and those homes have
been mostly purchased by
out of town investors who
have done as little as possible to maintain the
houses. I decided that I
was willing to buy terrible
houses and invest whatever it takes to make
them the best house on
the block, even though I
knew I would lose money
doing this. It is not good
business, but it is good for
the community. My goal
is to jumpstart a turnaround in the housing conditions in Midtown.
Happily, the election of
Mayor Kriseman brought
a new group of city administrators into City Hall who
are in a hurry to make a
difference in Midtown.
Kanika Tomalin, Nikki
Capehart, and Mike Dove
make it clear that we are
going to pick up the pace
of improvements. I am
part of a team that is working to bring as many nonprofits and for-profits
housing organizations into
Midtown and Childs
Park to partner with each
other along with a far
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derstand that allowing an
agency under his direction
to shun the jobless from
unemployment compensation they rightfully earned
is no way to ensure children have presents at
Christmas.
Especially
when Florida leads the nation in the number of longterm unemployed and
their jobs were lost well
before the holidays.
“Governor Scott said
‘Let’s keep working.’ I
would suggest that he still
needs to begin.”

Lorrie Bellinger,
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greater city effort to turn
around our community.
This job is bigger than me,
the city, and any other
these groups separately.
Together, we will be able
to rehab far more houses,
assist far more new home
buyers, help far more current homeowners make
necessary repairs and
bring far more jobs to Midtown and Childs Park.
We welcome anyone’s
help with this huge task.
There are plenty of homes
that need 25-50 thousand
dollars of repairs if you
would like to join us. Sitting
on the sidelines and attacking those who step up does
not help Midtown.
Karl Nurse,
Councilmember,
City of St. Petersburg
Karl.nurse@stpete.org
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THE BLACK PRESS

All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
on Thursday must be at the office of
The Weekly Challenger no later than
4 p.m. Monday.

believes that America can
best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
New principal brings new life to University Prep
From PRINCIPAL , page 1

ing around the media. And in
January, the director of the
school was replaced.
Now a new principal sits at
the wheel ready to make University Prep a household
name, that is, one that isn’t
dirty.
Adamson brings some 20
years of experience in the field
of education to the charter
school. Having been a classroom teacher, a principal and
even a regional superintendent amid various states, Adamson feels he brings a unique
perspective to University Prep
and will be able to guide the
fledgling school in the direction the community is looking
for.
“I think we have to reestablish partnerships with the
community,” said Adamson
who plans to rebuild trust with
parents, community members
and stakeholders who have
supported the school thus far.
“Our first five months there
were some broken promises
in terms of the product that we
said we were going to deliver
to the community.”
And with a whole new administrative team on hand, it
seems University Prep is
ready to back up its earlier
pledge of being a school that
provides neighborhood children with a highly effective academic program. One that lays
the groundwork for students
graduating on time and readying them with the skills necessary for attending the college
of their choice in the future.
“Experience does matter,”
said Adamson who boasts an
amassed total of some 50 years
of educational prowess
amongst his new crew. “Just
knowing the best practice that
supports the improvement of
schools and knowing how to
serve all students academically matters. If anything we
clearly bring that.”
But will Adamson’s collective approach to success work?
He’s confident it will. And what
of earlier claims from parents
alleging the school was kicking students out with behavior
issues? Well, Adamson reports
since his inception in January,
management has not been an
obstacle.
“We have established a
strong, building culture,” he
said, “and we have put structures in place to ensure we have
an environment conducive to
learning.”
Instead, in the last few
weeks, the new administrative
team has been zeroing in on
moving students forward academically, whether they are
behind in a subject or needing
enrichment to excel even further along their academic
path.
“We have pieces of our in-

1600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-821-6897 • www.nhsfl.org

Adamson enjoys second grade girls teacher,
Christina Guiffre’s class.

Adamson being interviewed
by journalist Bill Maxwell.
structional design that supports
high flying kids that are academically just running along.
We have pieces designed for
kids who need more support,”
Adamson shared as he discussed the role of leadership
and his team’s responsibility to
ensure all the pieces fit comfortably together.
Principal Adamson knows
the dropout rate for AfricanAmerican youths in St. Petersburg as well. He also knows
continued education is all
about access: Access to good
teachers, good schools and a
sense of stability at home and
in the educational system.
So Adamson vows to
make University Prep a school
that will turn around the dire
situation that has created a pitfall in south St. Petersburg and
its surrounding neighborhoods. “There’s always been
this sense of not having educational access,” he said, “for all
kids. We’re trying to provide
the one thing that will drive
kids to college and everything
that comes with having a good
lifestyle.” And it all centers on
education and access.
Although Adamson admits it usually takes a few
years for a new school to find
its bearings where everything
runs smoothly, he is confident
the new administrative team
will be able to help each and
every student reach their academic potential.
One way they hope to
achieve this is by laying the
foundation for a more personal
atmosphere. Encouraging parents to drop on by and take a

look at the new school culture.
To sign up for a tour of the
grounds.
“It’s something that I look
forward to doing every day,”
said Adamson who attempts to
make parents feel welcome
and his students feel cherished and capable of success
each day they walk through
the corridors of University
Prep. “I think students can
come to school, know they’re
intelligent and feel being loved
at school.”
Offered to residents from
kindergarten through eighth
grade, University Prep has
high expectations for its students and the staff in charge of
their learning. It promises a
different level of education
than some area public schools,
although they continue to
house similar staples of education found in schools throughout Pinellas County. These
include bus transportation,
breakfast and lunch options,
uniforms and before/afterschool care.
For more information, potential parents can call (727)
366-7145. Sign up information
can also be found at upaflorida.org, or you can head
on over to the University
Preparatory Academy and
pick up an application.
Currently the school has
a waiting list, but Adamson informs there will be more
availability for the upcoming
year. “We’re taking applications right now as we speak,”
he said speaking of the open
enrollment.

FINANCIAL FREEDOM JUST AHEAD
Don’t make a wrong turn and miss the

FREE FINANCIAL FREEDOM
WORKSHOP
Presented by Neighborhood Home
Solutions (NHS) at Childs Park YMCA
This 90 minute presentation is fast paced,
informative and beneficial. After attending
the event, you will be able to map out your
route to greater financial peace of mind.

1600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-821-6897 • www.nhsfl.org

STOPS ALONG THE WAY INCLUDE:
• Adjusting the budget for these troubling times
• Creative money saving tips
• Sensible couponing • Credit enhancement
WORKSHOP LOCATION:
Childs Park YMCA, 691 43rd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
DATE: Tuesday, April 8, 2014
TIME: 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
REGISTRATION:
Please contact NHS at 727-821-6897 or
admin@nhsfl.org to register for the FREE workshop.

Borrowing basics: The cost of borrowing
Today’s column is the fourth in a series
of articles providing up-to-date tips and reports which will help a family prepare a reasonable, affordable financial plan with a goal
of achieving financial freedom. The previous
column began a conversation about borrowing, why credit is important, types of loans,
and the three main types of home loans.
Today’s article addresses the cost of borrowing.
When you get a loan, there are generally two costs you must pay: fees and
interest.
Fees are charged by financial institutions
for activities such as reviewing your loan application and servicing the account. For example:
A credit card company might charge you
an annual maintenance fee.
A credit card company might also charge
a service fee when you get a cash advance or
a penalty fee for charging over your credit
limit.
A lender might charge a late fee when
you do not pay your bill on time.
Interest is the amount of money a financial institution charges for letting you use its
money. The
Interest rate can be either fixed or variable.
Fixed rate means the interest rate stays
the same throughout the term of the loan.
Variable rate means the interest rate
might change during the loan term. The loan
agreement will show the details of the rate
changes.
Truth in Lending Disclosures: Credit
terms can be confusing because of the various rates and fees lenders charge. The Federal Truth In Lending Law requires banks to
state charges in a clear and uniform manner
so consumers can easily compare the actual
cost of borrowing.
What Lenders Must Disclose:
Amount financed – The amount of the
loan the lender is letting you borrow.
Annual Percentage Rate (APR) – The
cost of your loan expressed as a yearly percentage rate. The APR reflects the total cost
of lending rather than just the interest
charge. It is the primary tool you should use
to compare lending options. The law generally requires the APR appear in 18-point font
on most credit card applications so it is easily
seen.
Finance charge – The total dollar amount
the loan will cost you. It includes items such
as interest, service charges, and loan fees.
Total payments – The amount you will
have paid after you have made all payments
as scheduled.
The True Cost of Alternative Financial
Services:
Getting credit is not cheap. However, getting a bank loan is usually less expensive

than other alternatives. Let’s look at three of
these alternatives:
Rent-to-own services
Pay-day loan services
Refund anticipation services
Rent-to-Own Services let you use an
item for a period of time by making monthly
or weekly payments. If you want to purchase
the item, the store will set up a plan for you
to rent it until you pay enough to own it. The
store is the legal owner of the item until you
make the final payment. If you miss a payment, the store can take the item back. If this
happens, you will not own the item, and you
will not get your money back. Although rentto-own agreements do not charge interest,
the difference between the cash price and
your total payment is like the interest you pay
on a loan. Generally, using rent-to-own services is more expensive than getting a consumer installment loan to buy the item
outright.
Pay-Day Loan Services are something
you need to be careful about. These loans are
usually made to people who need money
right away and plan to pay it back with their
next paycheck. If you cannot fully repay the
loan within a few pay periods, you should
consider a longer term loan from a financial
institution. If you do not have the money to
pay the loan within the agreed-upon time period, the lender will renew the loan and
charge you additional fees. This increases
the total amount you owe. You risk getting
trapped in a cycle where money is controlling
you instead of being in a position to control
your finances.
Refund Anticipation Services are
short-term loans secured by your income tax
refund. Although the business preparing
your income tax return will give you the
money, you are actually receiving a loan from
a bank or finance company. Because you do
not have to pay any fees associated with obtaining a refund anticipation loan at the time
you receive the money, you may not realize
how much this loan is really costing you.
Free income tax assistance is available at numerous locations throughout the county
through the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program. The VITA sites provide free assistance and e-filing. The money
you save by making use of this free service
is an example of taking a step on the path to
financial freedom.
NHS is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit HUD-certified housing counseling organization. All services are provided free of charge. Partners
include the U. S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD), HomeFree USA,
Florida Housing Finance Corporation,
Florida Hardest-Hit Fund, Pinellas County
Community Development and the City of St.
Petersburg. Source for this article is FDIC
Money Smart.
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4th Annual James Weldon Johnson
Literacy Festival

Annual Community Yard Sale
sponsored by

The
I.M.A.
Interdenominational Ministers Alliance
Saturday, March 8 • 8:00 AM
At the Hospice of St. Petersburg
31st Street and 1st Avenue South

ST. PETERSBURG –
It’s that time of year again!
The 4th Annual James
Weldon Johnson Literacy
Festival will be held Sat.,
March 15 in the parkland
directly behind the James
Weldon Johnson Branch
Library and Enoch Davis
Center, 1059 18th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg.
The festival is sponsored by the Friends of
the Johnson Branch Library and co-sponsored by
the City of St. Petersburg.
It promotes the impor-

tance of literacy in the
African–American community by celebrating the
life of the revered educator, poet, and civil rights
activist for whom the Johnson Branch is named.
The event will run
from 10-4 p.m., and will
feature a puppet show,
moonwalks, free books for
children, and a “Walk for
Reading.” Vendors from
area businesses and organizations take part in
this event with displays of
crafts, paintings, jewelry

and more. Also, the 4th
Annual Community Service Award winner will be
announced.
All proceeds will benefit the Library. For more
information, or to secure
your vendor space, please
contact Kevin Johnson at
727-342-2235 or kevinjohnson5370@yahoo.com.
Space is free for nonprofits, but registration is still
required. Applications are
available at the Johnson
Branch Library.

Donations are needed, welcomed
and appreciated!
For more information contact
Elder Eddie Robinson
727-657-5975

It’s All About The Children

Summit of HOPE
When: March 8, 2014
Where: Pinellas County Job Corp (South Pinellas)
500 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
Greater Ridgecrest YMCA (North Pinellas)
1809 119th Street North, Largo, Fla. 33778
Time: 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
It’s all about the Children Summit of HOPE is designed to
bring awareness to the importance of mentoring by giving
back to the children of Pinellas county.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2014
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Wildwood celebrates black heroes
ST. PETERSBURG – As a
part of Black History Month,
Wildwood Recreation Center,
1000 28th St. S., St. Petersburg, put on a standing room
only black history program
that left parents teary eyed.
The Feb. 28 program consisted of dance routines by
Girls United Dancers, a poem
by Courtney Bynum and
drumming by Johnny Brown
and Dontavius Crapps that
would have left Questlove of
the Roots jealous.
The highlight of the
evening was memorized biographies by the children. Each
child took to the microphone
in front of a packed room and
recited short biographies by a
historical figure such as scientist, surveyor and almanac au-

thor Benjamin Banneker;
Bessie Coleman, the first
African-American female to
hold a pilot’s license and activist Ruby Bridges known for
being the first black child to attend an all-white elementary
school in the South.
Thanks to the efforts of
supervisor Barbara Walton
and the rest of the Wildwood
staff, the evening went off
without a hitch.
Walton has been putting
on programs for other centers
for years such as Jordan Park
Latchkey and Lake Vista
Recreation Center, but she
just recently started at Wildwood and has worked tirelessly for weeks to put the
program together.
“This is what I want people

to see for our young children
— to be constructive instead
of out here doing anything,”
said Walton. You need to do
positive things with the children to show them that we
can unite together as one.”
For three weeks the staff
and parents worked with the
kids to help them memorize
their speeches. Walton and
staff also worked with the children in choreographing their
dance moves.
After Center Supervisor
Paul Morrison thanked his
staff for being so committed to
their jobs and making his job
easy, a delicious meal of
chicken, meatballs, yellow rice
and vegetables was served by
Miller Catering Service.
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Expires May 6, 2014
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Campbell Park black history celebration
ST. PETERSBURG –
Campbell Park Recreation
Center held their black
history celebration Thurs.,
Feb. 27. With a large teen
participation, this celebration was a perfect example
of our youth doing great
things in the community.
The night was packed
with tributes to AfricanAmerican history such as
creative dance, Negro spirituals performed by the
kids from ACT 1 and biographies read by the Campbell Park teens dressed as
their historical figure.
In many black history
celebrations, the same
names are repeated year
after year. There is more to
black history than Martin
Luther King, Jr. or Harriet
Tubman, and the kids
proved that they were
aware of their history.
For instance, after a
brief description of transatlantic slavery, each teen
read a brief biography of
an historical figure and the
audience had to guess
whose life was being spotlighted. After Danyelle
Brown read her account,
attendees shouted: “Sojourner Truth.”
After Angel Anderson
finished reading, the audience was chomping at the
bit to yell out, “Mary McCloud Bethune!” When
Denitra Howard read her
biography, the room was
quiet. Not the usual black
history figure, someone finally said Cleopatra.
Some teens let the audience know who they
were reading about beforehand such as Charles
Brooks the inventor of the
street
sweeper
and
Charles Crum the inventor
of the potato chip.
Others gave interesting factoids such as Maya
Angelo’s good friend, Martin Luther King Jr., was assassinated on her birthday.
She stopped celebrating
her birthday and started
sending flowers to his
widow, Coretta Scott King,
on the anniversary of his
assassination every year
until Mrs. King’s death in
2006.
After a meal fit for a
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king consisting of fried
chicken, macaroni and
cheese
and
collard
greens, Fran Gammage
and Carlos Daniels honored retiring city employees
Mattie
Adams,
Thomas Jet Jackson and
Ethel Monroe.
Adams began her career with the City of St.
Petersburg in 1974, and
came to Campbell Park at
the end of December in
1984 as the arts and craft
teacher.
Gammage
thanked her for being a
role model for 40 years,
and for being a great cook.
Next honoree was
Thomas Jet Jackson who
has been working for the
City of St. Petersburg almost as many years as he’s
been alive. At 14 years old,
he became a lifeguard instructor at South Mole
Beach. He became a fulltime employee in 1964.
After returning from college, he moved his way up

 


        

      

      




     
    


 
      


through the ranks in the
recreation department.
On April 23, 1979,
Thomas was promoted to a
supervisory position and
will retire as the manager
of the Parks and Recreation Department/Leisure
Services.
The last honoree for
the evening was Ethel
Monroe, who has been
employed with the city
since 1977. She slipped out
early because she didn’t
want everyone making a

big fuss over her. If she
had stayed, she would
have heard the love everyone felt for her.
“You have been a great
asset to not only the city of
St. Petersburg, but to the
Campbell Park community. We always knew that
our customers were in
good hands when they
were with you because you
were so patient and sensitive to everyone’s needs,”
said Gammage as she tried
to hold back the tears.
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LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

Vitu (V-too)

Skyway Mall,
4301 34th St. S.
St. Petersburg
Owned and operated
by Gwendolyn S. Fields

(Across from Wendy’s)

10% OFF

(727) 867-3696

ANYTHING IN THE STORE!

Open: Monday - Sunday

(Offer expires May 1, 2014)




P UBLIC N OTICE
The waiting list for all bedroom sizes for
Jordan Park Apartments located at:
1245 Jordan Park St S, St Petersburg, FL 33712
Will be
OPEN from 3/10/2014 to 04/10/2014
Applications are available at the
Jordan Park Leasing Office
Monday –Thursday from 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM

BE SURE TO
CHECK OUT
OUR ‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Jordan Park Projects Nostalgic
Association host 2nd annual
black history program
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Jordan Park Projects
Nostalgic
Association
hosted its second annual
black history celebration
called “Pioneers and Trailblazers” Mon., Feb 24 at
the Enoch Davis Center.
The program paid tribute to 10 selected seniors
who dwelled in Jordan
Park. Each honoree was
given a plaque in honor of
their impact, support and
humanitarian
efforts
shown to residents of Jordan Park Projects. Eight of
the 10 are still living and
the remaining two, recently deceased, received
theirs posthumously and
was accepted by family
members.
The celebration was
held in the auditorium
beautifully decorated with
colorful balloons and table
cloths along with AfroAmerican artifacts. There
was no shortage of attendees; the event was packed
with the families of the
honorees, JPPNA members and former residents

of Jordan Park Projects.
Rufus Lewis briefly
spoke about the honorees
longevity and abundant life
experiences. The highlight
of the program was listening to the warm hearted introductions
of
the
honorees which described
their lives during the time
they lived in the projects.
They expressed their gratitude for being selected to
receive their awards.
Honorees
of
the
evening were former Jordan Park Facility Management Supervisor Walter
(Jazzball) Hilliard and wife,
Katie Mae Hilliard, former
retired police detective,
Gus Gore, former educators and administrators,
Inez Ford, Arleatha Chapman, James Currington,
Harold Williams (posthumously), Alvin Miller,
caterer and former educator, and other longtime residents
Leonard
and
Johnnie Mae Howard
(Leonard Howard, posthumously) Edward Everett,
Ruth McBride, Leatha

Rikaya Williams performs
Mime Dance.

    
   

Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay ~ Financing Available!
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

From SPC, page 1

Reese (unable to attend)
and Lola Brown. The
plaques thanked them for
their contributions to society and for being trailblazers.
Several former residents joined or renewed
their JPPNA membership
as a result of being in attendance and understanding
the association mission. At
the culmination of the
recognition program, an
overflowing crowd celebrated the occasion with
the honorees by enjoying a
grand variety of flavorful
and ethnic refreshments.
The JPPNA, Inc. annually hosts a Black Heritage
Recognition Program on
the fourth Monday in February, to recognize well deserving individuals for
their tremendous contributions to the community.
Entertainment for the
evening was provided by
Rikaya Williams, who performed two inspirational
mime dances. Leroy Lewis
acted as master of ceremonies for the evening.

Honorees Pictured Sitting Left to right Ms. Ruth McBride (front), Ms. Arleatha
Chapman, Mr. James Currington, Mr. Gus Gore, Mrs. Katie Mae Hilliard, and
Mr. Walter Hilliard. Standing: Sharon Howard accepting for Leonard and
Johnnie Mae Howard and Rev. Alvin Miller (not pictured, Inez Ford, Lola
Brown, Harold Williams representative, Edward Everett and Leatha Reese.

Attendees enjoy flavorful and
ethnic food selections.

Ceremonial groundbreaking for new SPC Midtown campus

CBC1251478

Today, 22nd Street
South boasts the newly renovated Manhattan Casino
that houses Sylvia’s Queen
of Soul Food Restaurant
downstairs and small area
businesses ready for a
steady stream of customers.
But with SPC building a
new leg of its campus smack
dab on 22nd Street and 13th
Avenue South, which they
intend to name after Douglas L. Jamerson, Jr., the $14
million three-story building
is set to attract students from
all over St. Petersburg. The
main focus though is to provide a place for prospective
students from the Midtown
area to go that doesn’t require extensive travel and
will give them an education
and job training.
“Our celebration was
put in motion years, indeed
decades ago, by these and
others who could feel the
heartbeat of the community
and who knew that it was
strong enough to endure,”
said Law as he pointed out
the myriad of public officials
who had a hand in the auspicious moment.
But when SPC chairman Deveron Gibbons unveiled the names of the men
being honored, all talk was
about their lengthy accomplishments.
The existing building located at 1048 22nd Street

South. was dedicated and
renamed the Cecil B. Keene
Sr. Student Achievement
Center. A native of the
Tampa Bay area, Keene
served his country at
Tuskegee before he was injured. He was the Dean of
Students at Gibbs Junior
College and later became
principal of Gibbs and Pinellas High School. He had a
long career with SPC and
was a member of their
Board of Trustees. Keene
passed away in 2008.
“He accomplished more
than a lot of people in a short
amount of time, than most
people accomplish in a long,
long time,” said Gibbons
who remembers Keene’s
commitment to all people,
especially his students. “He
always used to tell me,
‘Don’t waste time Deveron,
you can’t waste time when
you’re doing stuff.’”
After bestowing a plaque
to the family, Gibbons
turned to the other honoree.
Douglas L. Jamerson Jr. was
born and raised in St. Petersburg. He was a State Legislature and the Florida
Educational Commissioner.
“I can’t describe how
huge he was and still is to
me and the impact he
made,” reminisced Gibbons
who still looks to Jamerson
for guidance, even though
he passed in 2001. “There

was nowhere where you
could go in this community
where someone did not
know Doug Jamerson.”
But Jamerson was at his
best in Tallahassee. “He
fought for teachers, he
fought for anything and
everything that he could for
St. Petersburg to be a better
community,” continued Gibbons. “He was the best legislature for this district that
I have ever seen.”
Mayor Rick Kriseman
was in attendance thanking
SPC for their leadership and
their vision for making the
decision to build in the Midtown area.
“This is also another
step in Midtown being the
destination that I know it
will be one day,” he said.
A ceremonial groundbreaking of sorts followed
as community leaders and
those involved with the vision of revamping the Midtown area laid mortar and
concrete at the building site.
The new building is set to
open in mid-2015 and will be
some 45,000 square feet.
The Douglas L. Jamerson Jr. campus will also
house a library with a children’s area.
It seems the heart of
Midtown and its surrounding communities is beating
strongly once again.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
An end of an era at The Weekly Challenger:
Rick Gee’s final articles
Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe
bring Harry and Lena to life
Hat’s off to Nate Jacobs, Founding Artistic Director who wrote and directed this original musical “Harry and Lena.” Every time
that I’ve written a review of a Westcoast Black
Theatre Troupe (WBTT) show, I’ve said to
readers, try to see the show because it’s outstanding. Well, I’m happy to say, I’m repeating myself by saying it again…try to see the
show “Harry and Lena.”
“Harry and Lena” is WBTT’s third show
of the season, experiencing sold-out ticket
sales even before the opening. In an effort to
meet anticipated demands, two additional
performances were added…and they also
quickly sold out. The fact that the show was
sold out before it opened with its’ first showing is proof enough that WBTT produces
quality entertainment. “Harry and Lena” is
scheduled to run until March 23.
The actors portraying entertainment
icons Harry Belafonte and Lena Horne are
well-known WBTT member Michael
Mendez and Lexie DeAnda who came from
Texas to play the role of Ms. Horne. DeAnda
teaches music in Laredo while continuing her
pursuit of a professional performance career.
Without a doubt, there definitely was a connection between Mendez and DeAnda which
was perfect, since Belafonte and Horne
shared the same type of connection in real
life.
Although, this was the very first time seeing DeAnda perform, I have seen Mendez in
several different roles in previous presentations. I can honestly say (and have personally
said this to Mendez at the end of each show)
that he improves with every performance.
He is truly a joy to watch both physically and
musically. He dances and sings with soulful
intensity, and one can see by the expressions
on his face that he enjoys every moment on
stage. Ms. DeAnda was just what the doctor
ordered for the role of Lena Horne. She
came on as being as “sassy” as I remember
Ms. Horne to be, and her voice was delightful, plus she is just as pretty. I’m certain we’ll
be hearing a lot about DeAnda in the very
near future.
Other members of the cast included Victoria Byrd, Candace C. Culcleasure, Sheldon
Roden and Joshua Thompson. They performed as an ensemble in many of the musical pieces. Each one did an excellent job
together as a song and dance ensemble. Producing the fine music for the show was Production Manager & Musical Director James
Dodge, II who also performed on bass guitar

and did a splendid job working with Jamar D.
Camp, Auxiliary Keyboard, Keith Phelps, Jr.
piano, Tony Milton, drums and Todd Bellamy, percussion. They were “tight” and created a great sound that mimicked a
Broadway pit orchestra.
The production was a two act musical
with a setting taking place somewhere in
Florida during the late 1950s. The entire
thirty-six tunes sung during Act One and Act
Two were familiar; some more than others,
but all sung with enthusiasm and passion.
Some of the musical numbers included Coconut Woman, I’ve Got Rhythm, The Lady Is
A Tramp, People Will Say We’re In Love, Island In The Sun, Summertime, Love Me Or
Leave Me, The Man I Love, Mama Look ABoo Boo, Jump In The Line, Man Smart
Woman Smarter, Amazing Grace, Swing Low
Sweet Chariot, Stormy Weather, Matilda, and
more. I’m sure you recognize many of the
listed tunes that were big hits back in the day.
Last but by far not least, mention should
be given to the Creative Team who put this
fantastic show together. Nate Jacobs, Creator, Director and Artistic Director, a driving
force in Sarasota’s theater scene; Timothy
Beltley, Costume Designer, a designer of
more than sixty productions at the Dorset
Theatre Festival, Surflight Theatre, Golden
Apple, The Players Theatre, Manatee Performing Arts, and the Banyan Theater Company; James (Jay) Dodge, II Production
Manager and Musical Director who has travelled with the renowned Westcoast Gospel
Chorus of Florida and has played for many
great artists while touring the United States,
Europe, Africa and the Caribbean…including
a holiday performance at the White House;
Nick Jones, Lighting Designer and an adjunct
teacher at the Booker High Schools Visual &
Performing Arts program; and John C.
Reynolds, Scenic Designer and freelance
artist, musician and activity director.
WBTT’s next musical production will be
“Bubbling Brown Sugar” running from April
9 until May 11, 2014. This show will take you
back to the Harlem Renaissance (1920-1940)
when audiences flocked to the area’s popular
nightclubs to see the greatest talents entertain. Artist like Cab Calloway, Duke Ellington, Benny Goodman, and Billie Holiday
created this golden age of music. Get your
tickets early before they sell out. For more
information or to purchase tickets, visit the
WBTT website at www.wbttsrq.org or call the
box office at (941) 366-1505.

Ken Loomer Quartet
at Firehouse Cultural Center
On this particular Friday evening two
weeks ago, the jazz group that was performing received multiple standing ovations at the Firehouse Cultural Center, a
new jazz venue in Ruskin, FL. Why? Because this basic but unique jazz ensemble
are not only musicians, but mind readers;
they have the ability to read each other’s
minds musically; comping and supporting one another with riffs that blow your
mind. However, the feature that captures
audience interest is the band “swings!”
The quiet, well-mannered musician
who hails from Hartford, Conn., and is
now a resident of Bradenton, Ken
Loomer is the leader and drummer of
this exceptional jazz quartet simply
named The Ken Loomer Jazz Quartet. I
compare the overall character of the band
to U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt’s
foreign policy: “Speak softly and carry a
big stick; you will go far!”
Each member of the band is rather
unpretentious…until they begin to perform. Tony Castellano is the vocalist and
keyboard player. He is also quite a jokester keeping the audience laughing at his
comments, while at the same time mesmerizing them with his dazzling playing.
Bruce Wallace with his upright bass
keeps the band moving and within the
multitude of chord changes accompanying each tune. Tenor saxophonist Franco
Marino reminds one of the Godfather
movies with perfectly coiffed hairstyle,
tailored sport jacket and tie, playing his
horn so “hot” it’s as if he had dealt with
Lucifer at the “Crossroads.” And then
there’s drummer and leader Ken Loomer
who is a “drummer’s drummer.” His
solos are reminiscent of drum legends
Gene Krupa, Art Blakey, Chico Hamilton,

and Louie Bellsom. Need I say more?
The first set opened with Marino wailing on a gutsy Mercer Ellington tune,
“Things Ain’t What They Used To Be” followed by Miles Davis’ “Seven Steps to
Heaven.” Then the band went back to a
low-down, gutsy moderately tempo
“Night Train.” Many more jazz offerings
came in both first and second musical
sets, such as Castellano’s excellent vocal
interpretation of “My Funny Valentine”,
“The Way You Looked Tonight”, and “But
Not For Me.” Marino was able to demonstrate why fellow jazz musicians refer to
him as being from the “Old School.” It’s
in the way he plays his tenor saxophone,
especially on Miles Davis’ tune “All
Blues”, “Body and Soul”, and the popular
Sonny Rollins tune “St. Thomas.” On the
other hand, Loomer went bananas with
mind-dazzling drum solos on “Caravan”
and “Cherokee.” All the while, playing in
the background, Wallace’s bass playing
kept each musician “on point.” His bass
solos on several of the tunes brought the
audience to absolute quiet…a sign of respect and admiration.
At the end of the concert, as the audience was leaving the building, small
groups of patrons who lingered behind
were overheard saying how much they
appreciated the concert and anticipated
returning to the Firehouse Cultural Center to hear more choice sounds of jazz.
There’s no doubt that the Firehouse Cultural Center is definitely on its’ way to becoming “The Place” for jazz in the Tampa
Bay Area. Hat’s off to Georgia Vahue,
FCC Executive Director for “Keeping
Jazz Alive.”
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS




 




OFFICE:
727-865-1591
FAX:
727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US

STREAMING LIVE GLOBALLY!






 


Harry and Lena Photos courtesy of DonDalyPhoto.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713



 


 
     
  
  





The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Empowerment
Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8

900 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Community Prayer & Bible Study, Tuesdays, 12 noon
Mid-week Bible Study, Wednesdays, 7 p.m.
Single Grown Folks Bible Study & Fellowship,
Saturdays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”


 

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





  
 
  



  





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    
Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionar y Baptist Church, its pastor, the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for and thirsting after
the enlightened word of
God. At St. Mark, we are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising God for His awesome
gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Calendar Events for
March
Mar. 9 - Daylight Savings
Time Resumes
Mar. 10 - Community Outreach Ministry Meeting, 6 p.m.

Mar. 16 - Men in Harmony, 4 p.m.
Mar. 17-21 - Progressive
M & E Florida State Convention-Centennial Celebration.
Centennial Banquet held at
the Hilton Tampa Downtown
Mar. 18 - Church OutingCentennial Celebration/All
choirs, ushers, officers &
members asked to participate
Mar. 30 - Mission Emphasis during 10:45 a.m. Service
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday School
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30. All are invited to
come and join us.
Baptist Training Union
is each Sunday at 5 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to come
out study the Bible with us,
and learn “What Baptist Believe.”

Children and Youth Ministr y Meetings are held
ever y Tuesday at 6 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2-4
p.m.
N I. K. E. After School
Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on
Tuesdays & Thursdays
(closed during holiday seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministr y
ever y Monday from 6:30
p.m. (Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held ever y
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study ever y Wednesday evening at 7.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Our Mission: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church is
a family of believers in Christ,
reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the
unsaved and teaching the
saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.
2014 “Total Surrender,
Total Sacrifice, and Total
Stewardship” – II Corinthians
9:6-8.
Sun., March 9: Annual
Senior Citizen Recognition
Day. The Deaconess Ministry
will recognize and show appreciation for the value and
contribution of our senior-citizen members. God Bless our
Seniors! May we all help them
enjoy their very special day!

Sun., March 23: Annual
Marriage Celebration Day.
FMBC Marriage Ministry
celebrates biblical marriages
at the 10:45 a.m. worship experience in an effort to uplift
and encourage married couples. Come join us for a special message that will
encourage your marriage regardless of where you currently are in your journey.
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key
to happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
our open doors. Friendships’
worship experiences are 7:45

a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday
Church School begins at 9:30
a.m.
Come join us each
Wednesday for Bible Study at
Noon and 7:00 p.m. Dr.
Evans, Sr., Pastor, invites you
to come and share in the
study of God’s word - The
Gospel of Mark - BE DILIGENT, “Serving Others As
You Walk With The Master
Servant,” by W.Wierbe.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st Street South, Saint
Petersburg, Florida 33712.
Our telephone number: 727906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The
Ship!

Pastor’s Corner

THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS GIVEN TO OUR PASTOR BISHOP
WARREN HAWKINS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT WE OBEY (John 16)
The House of Yah New Yisrael Commandment Keeping Church

Yahweh Sabbath means …
S=SCRIPTURE (And the word was made flesh and dwelt among us) John1:14
A=ANGELS ( the seven stars are the seven angels of the churches) Rev.1:20
B=BELIEVE (He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me) John 12:44
B=BIBLE (Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth)
A=ALL (For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father ) Ephesians 2:18
T=TRUTH (Sanctify them through thy truth thy word is truth) John 17:17
H=HOLY (But ye shall receive power, after the Holy Spirit is come upon you) Acts 1:8
S=SAVIOR (For I am the Lord thy God the Holy one of Israel, thy Savior :) Isaiah 43:3
Scripture background text: Genesis 2:1-3, Exodus 20:1-17, Isaiah 58:13-14, 66: 22-24, Ezekiel
20 , Malachi 3: 6-9, Mark 2:28-29, Hebrews 4:1- (8)-11, Acts 13:38-52, John 1:1-9, Romans 11,
vHebrew 12:14, Matthew 12:39-40, 1st Peter 1: 15-16, John 14: 17, Acts 1:8, 2:34-38, 17: 30
THERE ARE MORE SABBATHS THAN THE WEEKLY SABBATH.

“Our Village of Services” Expo (OVOSE)
Come out and explore your community businesses!
Date: Saturday, March 22 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Genesis Worship Center Church, 1818 29th Ave. N., St. Petersburg
• Hair Stylists & Barbers • Fitness Experts • Educators• Healthcare Professionals
• Financial & Banking Professionals • Clothing & Accessory Suppliers
• Event Planning, DJ & Food Catering Suppliers • and more…
To become a vendor contact Sheila Culbreath 727-898-5571
or Kentaya Beeler 1-800-794-0677
“Providing awareness of various services in our neighboring communities”

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SHURREA DANIELS

Kingdom Restoration, Inc. Faith Based Outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

Extravagant love
“There came unto him a
woman having an alabaster
box of very precious ointment, and poured it on his
head, as he sat at meat”
(Mathew 26:7).
In this passage of scripture a woman brings all that
she has and pours it on her
beloved King. This woman is
said to be the sister of
Martha and Lazarus or perhaps the same Mary Magdalene. Some even think that
she is the one who washed
Jesus’ feet with her hair. No
matter who this woman is,
she is a woman that understands true love. What we fail
to do as women is examine
what type of love we want to
express. Often times as
women we feel lonely, because we have no one to
share our affection with. I
share this story, with the understanding that only true
love matters the most. A
woman can be married and
still feel alone, have children
and still be lonely, accept
Christ feels our hearts then
and only then are we able to
express and experience true
love.
Therefore, I like to share
with you some meanings of
love. According to C.S. Lewis
there are four types of love.
First there is, Eros Love,
which is known as “erotic
love”. This love is based on
strong feelings toward another. It usually occurs in the
first stages of a man and
woman that are involved in a
romantic relationship. Eros
love means that two people
become attracted by physical
and mental traits alone.

Strong emotions start almost immediately, even
though you’re hardly acquainted with one another.
Eros love, only allows a person to see each other’s
strengths; everything is emotional and purely physical.
Secondly, there is Storge love
a family love and thirdly,
Philia Love, which is a love
based on friendship between
two people, which is sometimes referred to as brotherly or sisterly love. This love
can grow to become more,
depending on the two individuals.
Friendship is the foundation of a successful relationship. The advantage of this
love is it allows time for two
people to get to know one another first, before committing to a more serious
relationship above friendship. Philia love is a love
based on giving and taking.
One person is still concerned
with what he or she can take,
but at the same time is also
concerned with his or her
friends’ benefit and therefore
gives back in return.
Thirdly, there is Agape
love, which is unconditional
love, the highest type of love.
Agape love is above Philia
love and Eros love. It is a love
that is totally selfless, where
a person gives out love to another even if this act does not
benefit him or her in any way.
Whether the love given is returned or not, the person
continues to love. This is the
love in which this woman experienced when she came
into contact with Christ and
every time she had the op-

portunity, she gave all that
she had to a beloved King,
Christ our Lord and Savior.
This woman had experienced Agape Love. It didn’t
come with conditions. Whoever this woman was, she understood that Eros love
according to the Jewish law
could have had her stoned.
For that reason alone this
woman poured a priceless
ointment upon the head of
Christ which was a token of
the highest respect. Where
there is true love in the heart
to Jesus Christ, nothing will
be thought too good to bestow upon him.
This act of faith and love
was so remarkable, that it
would be reported, as a memorial of Mary’s faith and
love, to all future ages, and in
all places where the gospel
should be preached. In a culture in which a woman’s
touch was often forbidden,
Mary dares to cradle the feet
of Jesus in her hands and
spread the oil across his ankles and toes with the ends of
her hair. Rather than measuring out a small amount of oil,
Mary breaks the jar lets it all
pour out. She’s all-in, fully
committed, sparing no expense. The oil she may have
been reserving for her own
burial, or the burial of a loved
one, has been poured out
generously, without thought
of the future. The humility of
this action foreshadows the
foot washing that is to come.
Later, Jesus would imitate
Mary by washing the feet of
the Twelve, telling them to
do the same, Extravagant
Love. Peace and Blessings!

12

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2014

Inaugural Whitney M. Young Jr. Leadership Awards Luncheon
From PCUL , page 1

“We want to promote
economic development,”
continued Haynes who
promised Pinelles County
Urban League’s (PCUL)
support in fostering business in the Midtown area of
St. Petersburg. “We’re not
afraid to partner with other
organizations to get things
done on behalf of this community.”
The afternoon moved
quickly as attendees were
anxious to head to the front
of the buffet line to grab
themselves a helping of
good food. As the rumble
of stomachs began to subside, it was time to honor
the men and woman in the
local community who have
tirelessly worked, sometimes behind the scenes, to
make opportunities possible for all living in the St.
Petersburg community.
Whitney M. Young Jr.
was a quiet, unsung hero
whose accomplishments
were overshadowed by
other great leaders of his
time. In 1961 he was the national president of the
Urban League and was significant in the growth of the
organization. Today there
are some 94 affiliates
thanks in part to his leadership. He was also the presidential advisor to President
Lyndon Johnson and received the presidential
Medal of Freedom in 1968.
Today there are buildings,
streets and libraries named
after Young, so the Urban
League felt it was only fitting to have his legacy represent and honor the
members of the community
who have made a difference in the lives of all residents.
Students of Academy
Prep introduced each hon-

oree with poise. The first to
be honored were two local
principals, along with Pinellas County Schools Superintendent Dr. Michael
Grego,
who
received
awards for their undying
devotion to the youth.
“We’re honoring them
for the success that they
have had with AfricanAmerican students,” said
Haynes, “Two principals
figured that color didn’t
matter, education did.”
Both Lakewood High
School Principal Robert
Vicari and Boca Ciega Principal Michael Vigue were
recognized for their vision
and strong bond with their
students and the surrounding community.
Vicari was instrumental
in turning the D school,
which was listed in the lowest 5 percent of Florida
schools, to an A school and
in just four years Lakewood
High School is now ranked
in the top 25 percent. Vigue
of Boca Ciega has been
principal for the last three
years and in that time has
also raised the school
grade to an A.
Their ability to see past
the traditional barriers to a
quality education for all has
been well received and
both principals were humbled and honored to be in
attendance.
“On behalf of our students and staff I want to
thank so many people in
this room for all they’ve
done for our students,” said
Lakewood Principal Vicari.
“They are worth the investment.”
Bob Devin Jones is the
founder and Producing
Artistic Director for Studio@620, which is an eclectic home for local art. He

accepted his award and
spoke of his parents who instilled in him a willingness
to learn and to help others.
“I know this is for leadership, but the ability to
lead is certainly equal to
people willing to be inspired,” he said, his voice
cracking as he recited how
proud his mother who
passed away three years
ago and his father who departed just this past year,
would be if they could see
the way in which St. Petersburg has embraced him.
His reflection on the importance of finding a place
where you are loved and
appreciated hit home for
many in the room.
Born and raised in St.
Petersburg, Art O’Hara is
the Executive Director for
R’Club Child Care, Inc. an
afterschool
enrichment
program and is known for
his work with troubled
youth in the Juvenile Justice System.
“I grew up in a time
where it wasn’t very welcoming if you weren’t
white,” O’Hara said. “I’ve
seen a lot of changes, but
still a long way to go.”
Two local matriarchs
were also honored at the
Whitney M. Young Jr. Leadership Awards. Lounell
Britt, executive director of
the James B. Sanderlin
Center works as an advocate for those who need her
most in the community.
Linda Osmundson, executive director of Community
Action
Stops
Abuse
(CASA), also was honored
for her work in helping
women and children escape the perils of domestic
violence while working as a
champion
for
human
rights.

Osmundson accepted
her award on behalf of all
the women and children
who couldn’t be in attendance and talked about
CASA’s plans to expand
with the building of a new
shelter that will house 100
beds.
“We’re going to be able
to help even more,” she
said. “To be able to watch
women with a little bit of
encouragement, make their
lives over and be able to
survive and live a new life.”
Master of Ceremonies
Carl Lavender rounded out
the afternoon with an inspirational video portraying all
the good the PCUL does
for the community. And as
he urged their supporters
to break out their checkbooks and give to a good
cause, he also discussed
the path the PCUL plans to
head down in the coming
year.
With a $300,000 grant
from the Allegany Foundation, the PCUL will spread
the word about healthcare,
the Affordable Care Act in
particular. With the grand
idea of traveling from one
end of the county to another in place, they intend
to knock on doors and visit
shopping centers all in an
effort to let people know
about the health issues
they need to address in
their lives right now before
they need a hospital.
“That’s serious money
to help deal with AfricanAmerican health issues
throughout all of Pinellas
County,” Lavender said. “So
when you see the Urban
League bus going up and
down the county, it’s going
somewhere to talk about
healthcare.”

